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Overview of Rl State Assessment Policies

ARIDE conducted a separate session covering policies and procedures applicable t
all assessments in the RI State Assessment Program.

AAs such, only brief or NGSpecific references will be made in this presentation to
the topics covered in that session:
A Assessments by grade and content area
A Student participation requirements and general student registration procedures
A Coronavirus considerations for the 2020 administration

A Test scheduling requirements and practices, and options/considerations applicable to the
unique situation this year

A Roles and responsibilities of district and school test coordinators, technology coordinators, test
administrators, and proctors

A Training requirements (general) for all personnel involved in testing
A Test security requirements (including testing irregularity reporting) and monitoring visits
A General information about accommodations and accessibility features

AAs always, review the test coordinator manual and test administrator manual for
specific information pertaining to this state assessment.
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Coronavirus and the RI State Assessment Program

AAssessment dates and policies may shift to accommodate changes in respa
to COVIELO.

ARIDE will notify test coordinators of any changes or updhtasimpact any
part of the state assessment system.

ATest Coordinators may need to adjust some test administration protocols in
accordance with health and safety protocols released by RIDE.
At £ S a8 02y a dao pagendr udl@hdevivhide.ki.§ov/COVIELY).
A Please contact the Assessment Team with any questions.

APlease plan to administer all state assessmenfsitson in the school building.
There are no remote options for these assessments.

A For accountability purposes, students who do not take the state assessments expectes
their grade level will be considered ngarticipants unless they have a Ritproved
medical exemption (see the RISAP TC Handbook postedhatride.ri.qov/TQ.

A Currently, the U.S. Department of Educatttas notindicated or announced any changes
to the current regulationsiequirements, or calculations to accountability or state
assessments, so we are operating under our current system.
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http://www.ride.ri.gov/COVID-19
http://www.ride.ri.gov/TC

Overview of the RI NGSA
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What is the NGSA?

A The Rhode Island Next Generation Science Assessment (NGSA) igualiiglassessment that
fulfills federal requirements for assessing science at the elementary, middle, and high school
levels (grades 5, 8, and 11)

ANGSA assesséisl dzZRSYy (18 Q dzy RS NE
YSFadzZNAYy3I a0dzRSyGaQ ao
Information, and solve complex problems

A Science & Engineering Practices (3R} designed to set forth the knowledge and skills required for
students to succeed in jobs and opportunities in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

A Disciplinary core ideas (D&t the fundamental ideas that are necessary for understanding a particular
science discipline

A Crosscutting concepts (C@&@ the concepts connect across different disciplines or situations that
students can use to connect new learning to prior experience
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A Rhode Island and Vermont partnered to develop this assessment, built with items developed by
ten states
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NGSA Test Configuration

ADN} R$a ps ys LyR mm (8ada aasaa addRSy
grade band (&, 68, and high school)

A Students at each grade will be presented 6 item clusters and 12-slané items

A ltem clustersinclude a stimulus and a series of questions that generally take students ali@urénutes to
complete

A Standalone itemsare shorter and generally take3lminutes to complete

A All items ask students to use science and engineering practices and apply their understan

of disciplinary core ideas and crosscutting concepts to make sense out-efoddl
phenomena

A Test configuration for spring 2021 administration

A 4 segments will create 2 distinct sessions of equal length that will appear as separate tests in the Test
Administrator Interface.

A Content for each session will cover the three domains (Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, Earth/Space Sc
A Variety of item types including simulations and animations.

A Segments, and the items within each segment, are assigned randomly.

A On average, students will receive 8 standalones and 4 clusters per session; some may be field test items
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The Structure of the Clusters

AEach cluster begins withplnenomenon which anchors the entire
cluster. The interactions within the cluster all address the
phenomenon.

AEach cluster engages the student in a gragpropriate, meaningful
scientific activityaligned to a specific standard.

AA cluster task statementomes at the end of the stimulus and an
overview of the point of the cluster.

AEach interaction in the clustatignsto at least two of the three
dimensions (SEP, DCI, CCC) and if possible all three.
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The Structure of the Clusters
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The Structure of the Clusters

387

When observed from Earth over the cowrse of a month, the appearance of the moon changes

Two additional parts are necessary for a phvsical model that can explain why the moon's appearance changes over time.

In the questions that follow, you will develop and use a model to explam why the appearance of the moon
fhnnges over time.

Five observations illustrate the change i the moon’s appearance over the course of a
month. The observations were all made on clear nights around midnight in New York City. The moon's
appearance on each of the five mghts 15 shown mn the diagram.

396
Appearance of Moon Over Time A virfual ml:-d_c'-l of the Sun, E_:q‘ch. anld moon system 15 shown. Each dot on the moon s orbit represents one day in the moon’s monthly joumey m'muyd Earth. In this model,
Day 1 the moon moves counterclockwise around Earth. The moon is currently placed at Day 1. The moon will be in that same position on Day 30 of the cycle
ay Day 16
No Moon FullMoon A. Click on a dot to select a day mn the moon’s orbit around Earth

Half Moon

Half Moon

In order for the model to explain why the moon changes appearance when viewed from Earth, * traveling from

part. Additionally. 1n order to work most effectively, the model should be used

MNo Moon

Click on each blank box and select the word or plirase that completes the statements about what parts should be added to the model

B. Place the correct moon phase mn the blank box to predict how the moon would appear from Earth on the day you chose
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Stand Alone ltems

AAllowmore PEs to bassessed on a test
AAre?2 or 3 dimensional

ACanhave multipleparts

AComputer Scored
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Stand Alone ltems
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Many different energy sources are used to produce electricity. The Amount of Carbon Dioxide Released graph shows
the amount of carbon dioxide gas released by some energy sources, in grams per kilowatt hour (g/kWh).

Amount of Carbon Dioxide Released
S00

Carbon Dioxide Released
(g/kWh)

4 0 0

Coal Natural Nuclear Wind Hydroelectric
gas

Energy Source

Which change in energy sources would cause the greatest decrease in the amount of carbon dioxide released?

@ replacing natural gas with coal
@ replacing nuclear with natural gas
© increasing wind and reducing nuclear

© increasing hydroelectric and reducing coal
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Item and Cluster Specifications

Altem and cluster specifications are documents that are designed to
guide the work of item writers and reviewers.

AThese specifications are intended to serve as a roadmap for writers to
properly align items to the thredimensions that comprise each
Performance Expectation.

ACan also be used for developilogal assessments
AFind themonw L 59 Q& b D {www.gdS.id.dal/NESA

Test Design S,

o Elementary School Level Item Specifications
o Middle School Level Item Specifications

o High School Level Item Specifications
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http://www.ride.ri.gov/NGSA

How will understanding théest Item Specifications
supportscience instructioandassessment?

A Districts andschoolsshould ensurdeachersare trainedin understanding and developing threémensional
NGSS assessments.

A Each gradéevel3-11, should haveommonbenchmark assessments thatomote theapplication of content
and practices rather than memorization of facts.

A Teachers can use the NGSA state assessment test dpsigs when developing local formative and
summative assessments:
A Application of expectations for each PE
A Content limits
A Essentialocabulary
A Possible phenomena artdsk demands
A Useas a backward desidar their instruction
A Createongoingformative and summativembedded assessments

A Additionally,teachers and students should use theline practice tests and become fluent with thehnical
skills required for the computepased assessmefposted atwww.ride.ri.gov/NGSA
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https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Assessment/RINGSA_TechSkills_2018.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/NGSA
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Schedule a leadership meeting with the Science & Technology
Specialist andegin yourNGSA results analysis and science
Improvement planning. Contact: erin.escher@ride.ri.gov
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Tasks to Completgefore Testing
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Tasks to CompletéeforeTesting

C Plan your testing schedule

C Review students registered for this assessment

ClaaAiday addzRSyidaQ I OO2YY2RIF A2y
C Assemble and train your team

C Prepare technology to be used for testing

C Prepare testing materials

C Students and teachers use practice tests to get familiar with platfor
C Final setup and preparation
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Tasks to Complete Two Weeks Before the il'esting Window Begins

Nilt':::er Task Overview Completed?
1 Distribute manuals / test security reguirements. 0
2 Train all school personnel authorized to have access to secure test materials in test security 0O
requirements.
3 Print out extra copies of the Administering the RI NG5A section of the TAM (and any 0O
updates to the script) to have on hand if needed.
4 Ask your district data manager to update eRIDE if students were added or removed from 0O
your school’s enrollment up to and throughout the testing window.
5 Prepare to provide accessibility features and accommodations for testing. Confirm that test 0O
administrators understand the specific accommodations they will be providing.
Tasks to Complete One or Two Days Before Testing at Your School
1 Werify that test administrators have covered or removed prohibited materials from the walls 0
of all testing rooms.
2 Confirm with the technology coordinator that all devices have been prepared for testing and 0
that all technology set-up and assignments have been completed.
Prepare materials for testing: student testing tickets, scratch paper and #2 pencils, 0O
3 accommodations materials (as needed), “do not disturh” signs for testing room doors,
(grades 8 and 11 only) approved periodic table reference sheets.
4 Review the Administering the RI NGSA section of the TAM in case test administrators have 0
guestions.
Tasks to Complete DURING Test Administration
1 Using your document tracking system, distribute materials needed for testing. 0O
2 Monitor test administration. 0O
3 Manage situations that may occur during testing. 0O
4 Securely store materials for testing. 0O
5 Maintain/update the record of test administrators and their students for each test session. 0O
6 Collect lists of students who were absent/not tested from test administrators and schedule 0
students for make-up testing. Confirm that all students participated.
7 When test sessions are completed, verify that all secure materials have been returned. 0

Tasks to Complete AFTER Test Administration

| Ask the district data manaeer to update eRIDE if students were added to or removed from




Student Participation and Registrati




Plan Your Testing Schedule

AState assessment window: April 26une 42021

ADistricts/schools choose when to administer the test within that overall
window

ARI NGSA is comprised of two separate sessions: Session 1 should lbe
administered before Session 2

AStudents should be provided a minimum of 60 minutes for each session
to complete the items
AThe test is untimed. This is a minimum recommendation for testing time.

A Students may continue testing beyond the testing time as long as they are
working productively.

ATest Coordinators should plan 10 additional minutes for logistics (e.g., log in
students, read test directions to students).
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Student Patrticipation

AAIl RI public school students in grades 5, 8, and 11 (including students
In outplaced/outof-state schools) must take both sessions of the Rl
NGSA for their current grade level, unless:

A Student participates in the alternate assessment (DLM) per the Special
Education Census and IEP or 504 plan

A Student has an approved medical exemption from RIDE

AStudents may use assessment accommodations indicated in their IEP o
504 plan, or EL accommodations indicated in documentation

Aln order to be considered a participant, a student must answer at least
one item In a session.
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Student Registration

AStudent demographic information is updated in NGSA TIDE via a nightly
upload by the state.

AChanges made in the state eRIDE registration system will be reflected in
NGSA TIDE the following day.

AStudents must have IEP or 504 plan or LEP status marked in order to be
assigned accommodations indicated in their IEP or 504 plan or EL
documentation

APublic schools must ensure that students in outplacement schools are
properly coded in eRIDE enrollment census and the Special Education censu
In order for them to be tested.

ANote: Homeschool students participating in RI NGSA must have a SASIDIn
order to be registered, participate, and receive results. Please also ensure
they are properly coded in the enrollment census.
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RI NGSA TIDE System

AAIl user accounts were rolled over and passwords reset in December Z
Alf you did not receive a password reset email, check your spam folder or use th
awSljdzSad I yS¢ 2yS FT2NJ GKAaA a0OKz22f
AAIl test coordinators and test administrators must login to change their
password In the system prior to setting up or starting assessments.

Alf you log in on a new device or browser (or clear the cache on a previosestly
browser) you must enter an emailed code after passing the initial login screen.

AThis step does not occur when you activate your account.

ARI NGSA uses a Single Sign On System: your user name and passwo
TIDE will also be used for all other NGSA systems (e.g., Reporting, DE
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TIDE: User Dashboard

TIDE Administration: Rl Next Generation Science Assessment 2020-2021 | User: User, Demo (DA)
-

TA Praciice Site @ Help &a Inbox % Manage Account w E: Log Out

Test Administration

TA Certification Site

Student ID/User Email Q

Reporting

-

s

Administering Tests

\ =4

Preparing for Testing

After Testing

6 Print Testing Tickets ° -,.:‘" Data Cleanup o

ﬂ Appeals

'I'T Test Settings and Tools % Monitoring Test Progress

% Rosters

@ Orders

A TIDE User Dashboard is broken up into three columns with tasks that vary depending on user role:
A Preparing for Testing

A Administering Tests
A After Testing

A Once logged in, the user can navigate between systems using the dropdown menu in the top left of the site
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